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[Abstract:] In regard to the separate custody of copper for gold... 1015 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

October 20, 1880 


Sir, 


Your favor of this date is just received, conveying instructions from the Director to “keep 
the Copper” of “Pope, Cole & Co. separate from that used in alloying gold coins”. 


In reply I beg to say that we have no other Copper in the Mint, and have used no other for 
a considerable time past. We have always kept entirely distinct the Copper used for the base 
coinage, and that for bullion. 


From our working books we can readily and precisely ascertain how much Copper is 
used in each gold or silver melt, either at present or in the past, if it be desired. 


I write the more fully, because it would seem as if the Director were not aware of all the 
facts, so that, if he desires, he may modify the Instructions of this date, but in any case they shall 
be complied with cheerfully. 


Very Respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Dr. John L. Le Conte 
Acting Superintendent. 


